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Adult Education Certificate: Adult Education and  
English Language Teaching 

The mission of the Adult Education program is to provide professional development opportunities for 
individuals engaged in adult-centered learning and training.  Instruction, research, and outreach form the basis 
for addressing essential knowledge and skill components for the professional adult educator.  

Our graduates are facilitators that lead, manage, retrain, update, design, deliver, or evaluate activities within 
the teaching and learning environment.  The Adult Education program prepares learners for careers in adult 
education fields, such as business and industry trainers, college and university faculty, teachers of adult basic 
education, independent training consultants, and educational program writers and evaluators.   

Those completing the Adult Education and English Language Teaching certificate would be prepared for 
employment teaching adult post-secondary language education in government and industry programs, both 
domestically and worldwide.  There are specific competencies that will be demonstrated throughout the 
certificate program.  These competencies include developing and evaluating appropriate teaching practices; 
identification of education policy to assist in developing language proficiency; identification of the role of 
language and culture; and, the ability to compare and contrast sociological, psychological, and physiological 
factors that characterize adult populations.  When this certificate is added to an appropriate master’s 
program, it also provides the demonstrated competence in English language learning in U.S. intensive English 
language programs. 
 
 

Student Learning Outcomes  
 

1. Specificity of Outcomes  
 

Students completing the Adult Education certificate will develop knowledge, communication, and 
competency skills and abilities:  

 
SLO 1: Discuss major contributors related to the field of adults (Knowledge) 
SLO 2: Exhibit effective written and verbal expression (Communication) 
SLO 3: Apply effective principles in the teaching and learning environment (Competency)  

  
2. Comprehensive Outcomes 

Our team reviewed the College, University mission as well as mission statements and SLOs from the 
Adult Education and the English for Speakers for Other Languages programs located within the College 
of Education at Auburn University, Auburn, Alabama.  Through a series of discussions, the Adult 
Education and English for Speakers of Other Languages faculty created a list of SLOs that were 
comprehensive and reflective of our programs. Critical aspects of this development process included: 



CONTACT:  Megan Rodgers Good      Page 2 

                       Director of Academic Assessment 

                       Office of the Provost  

                       334-844-6844 

                       megan.good@auburn.edu
 

a. A review and discussion of SLOs of other national programs in adult education and English 
for speakers of other languages. 

b. A review and incorporation of the Standards for Graduate Programs in Adult Education 
(2014), as identified by the Commission of Professors of Adult Education, was accomplished.  
The Commission of Professors of Adult Education is supported through the American 
Association of Adult and Continuing Education organization.  These standards provide 
guidelines for high quality planning, administration, and evaluation of Adult Education 
disciplinary graduate education.  Programs should be organized to maximize and support 
student’s contributions to theory, research, and practice in the field.   

c. A review of College and University Missions was also performed.  The Adult Education and 
English for Speakers of Other Languages SLOs were created to directly reflect the college 
and university missions. They reflect the college mission as indicators of preparing 
competent, committed and reflective professionals 
(http://www.education.auburn.edu/mission). They also reflect the teaching, research and 
outreach aspects of the University mission 
(http://www.auburn.edu/main/welcome/visionandmission.html). 

 
Source:  Standards for Graduate Programs in Adult Education.  (2014).  Commission of Professors of Adult 
Education.  American Association for Adult and Continuing Education.   
 

3. Communicating Outcomes 
 

We generated the SLOs through discussions and faculty team meetings and in subsequent email discussions. 
We have discussed and communicated this list of Student Learning Outcomes within the program areas. More 
specifically, all program faculty responsible for advising and teaching students have been provided with these 
SLOs. The purpose of informing faculty is to reinforce the importance of the SLOs in order to effectively plan, 
teach, and assess students in these core courses.  
 
We are also communicating these SLOs to students in the following ways. First, they are posted on the Adult 
Education Information Board in the hallway on 3rd floor of Haley Center. Additionally, when students meet 
with advisors, the advisor will discuss the SLO’s, the map, and related requirements. As a form of triangulation, 
the SLOs, the map, and related requirements, will be discussed in each of the core Adult Education courses.  
We are also considering including these within the EPortfolio project requirements, Graduate Student 
Evaluation Form, and New Graduate Student Orientation.    

 

Curriculum Map  
4. Listed below is the Adult Education and English Language Teaching certificate curriculum map that 

visually represents the alignment between student learning outcomes and required 
courses/experiences.     
1=introduced, 2=reinforced, 3=emphasized 
SLO 1: Discuss major contributors related to the field of adults (Knowledge) 
SLO 2: Exhibit effective written and verbal expression (Communication) 
SLO 3: Apply effective principles in the teaching and learning environment (Competency)  

 
 

http://www.education.auburn.edu/mission
http://www.auburn.edu/main/welcome/visionandmission.html


CONTACT:  Megan Rodgers Good      Page 3 

                       Director of Academic Assessment 

                       Office of the Provost  

                       334-844-6844 

                       megan.good@auburn.edu
 

CORE COURSES  SLO1 SLO2 SLO3 

ADED 7050/7056 Methods of Teaching Adult Education  3 2 1 

ADED 7650/7656 Teaching the Disadvantaged Adult 2 2 2 

CTES 7406/74606 Teaching ESOL  2 2 

 
Listed below are the outcome-measure alignment examples for the SLOs and the levels of comprehension 
(1=introduction, 2=reinforcement, 3=emphasis):

 
 

CORE COURSES  SLO1 SLO2 SLO3 

ADED 7050/7056 Methods of Teaching Adult Education  3 
Philosophy of Teaching 
statement.  Students 
will develop a paper 

explaining their 
philosophy of 

teaching. 

2 
A literature review 

paper will be completed 
based on a method or 
technique relevant to 

adult learners.    

1 
Students are 

required to deliver 
a 30 minute 
presentation 
based on the 

findings in the 
literature review.  

Important that 
students be able 
to present their 
work in written 

format as well as 
an oral format. 

ADED 7650/7656 Teaching the Disadvantaged Adult 2 
Research paper which 
corresponds with the 
required presentation 
topic.  The paper will 

be comprehensive and 
cohesive in order to 

support the 
Presentation. 

 

2 
Group moderation of a 

discussion board.  
Student will lead one 
weekly discussion by 

developing a question 
related to the readings 
assigned for that week. 

2  
A formal learning-

centered 
presentation, 

minimum of 45 
minutes, not 

including the Q&A. 

CTES 7406/74606 Teaching ESOL  2 
Develop a short 

demonstration of one 
historical ESL 

method/technique to 
present to the class.   

2  
Prepare a micro-

teaching lesson for 
one assigned 

domain.  
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Measurement  
5. Outcome-Measure Alignment   

[Please provide a description of the assessment measures, noting how they were chosen/developed to 
align with the student learning outcomes.] 
 
The following assessment measures are in alignment with the student learning outcomes as follows:  
 

1=INTRODUCED 
 

SLO 1: Discuss major contributors related to the field of adults (Knowledge) 
This student learning outcome is reinforced in the foundational course, ADED 7050/7056 Methods of 
Teaching in Adult Education.  This course addresses the methods and techniques of instruction using 
appropriate instructional materials; planning and evaluation of instruction for adult education 
programs.  
 
The assessment measure that was chosen to align with the SLO 1 is the following required Literature 
Review paper.  Existing research related to various methods and techniques used by teachers of adults 
will be explored by each student through a literature review based on a specific method or technique.  A 
literature review paper will be completed based on a method or technique relevant to adult learners.   
The review should analyze the learning outcomes achieved through the use of the method/technique, 
learning tasks students are engaged in, characteristics and skills of learners that are necessary for 
effective use of the technique, conditions necessary for effective use of the technique, teacher skills 
needed to expertly use the technique, and preplanning needed to use the technique expertly. 
 

2=REINFORCED 
 

SLO 1: Discuss major contributors related to the field of adults (Knowledge) 
This student learning outcome is reinforced in the foundational course, ADED 7650/7656 Teaching the 
Disadvantaged Adult.  This course is designed to define, survey, and analyze the demographics of those 
who are targeted by various programs as the disadvantaged and to explore the unique sociological, 
psychological, and physiological factors which influence learning and participation in remedial adult 
education programs.   
 
The assessment measure that was chosen to align with the SLO 1 is a research paper which corresponds 
with the required presentation topic.  The paper will be comprehensive and cohesive in order to support 
the Presentation.  The paper will be approximately 7-10 pages, research-based, and in APA format.   
 
SLO 2: Exhibit effective written and verbal expression (Communication) 
 
This student learning outcome is reinforced in the foundational course, ADED 7050/7056 Methods of 
Teaching in Adult Education.  This course addresses the methods and techniques of instruction using 
appropriate instructional materials; planning and evaluation of instruction for adult education 
programs.  
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The assessment measure that was chosen to align with the SLO 2 is the following required Literature 
Review paper.  Existing research related to various methods and techniques used by teachers of adults 
will be explored by each student through a literature review based on a specific method or technique.  A 
literature review paper will be completed based on a method or technique relevant to adult learners.   
The review should analyze the learning outcomes achieved through the use of the method/technique, 
learning tasks students are engaged in, characteristics and skills of learners that are necessary for 
effective use of the technique, conditions necessary for effective use of the technique, teacher skills 
needed to expertly use the technique, and preplanning needed to use the technique expertly.  
 
SLO 2: Exhibit effective written and verbal expression (Communication) 
 
This student learning outcome is reinforced in the foundational course, ADED 7650/7656 Teaching the 
Disadvantaged Adult.  This course is designed to define, survey, and analyze the demographics of those 
who are targeted by various programs as the disadvantaged and to explore the unique sociological, 
psychological, and physiological factors which influence learning and participation in remedial adult 
education programs.   
 
The assessment measure that was chosen to align with the SLO 2 is the group moderation of a 
discussion board.  Student will lead one weekly discussion by developing a question related to the 
readings assigned for that week.  As the moderator, they will promote dialogue and summarize the 
group discussion at the end of the week.  Role of the moderator is to promote thinking, and challenge 
fellow classmates to think, consider alternative viewpoints, and to develop new knowledge through 
thinking and constructing.  
 
SLO 2: Exhibit effective written and verbal expression (Communication) 
 
This student learning outcome is reinforced in the foundational course, CTES 7460/7466 Teaching 
ESOL.  This course explores effective curriculum development and instruction in the teaching of English 
language learners (ELLs).  Students will develop and evaluate appropriate teaching methods and 
practices used in ESOL classrooms at the pre-school through adult level.  In addition, K-12 focused 
students will look beyond the ESOL classroom to appropriate instruction of ELLs in content area and 
special needs classrooms, exploring the value and limitations of current trends. Adult Ed focused 
students will explore various theories of adult education as applied in the adult English language 
classroom. 
 
The assessment measure that was chosen to align with the SLO 2 is the ESL principles and methods 
demonstration.  Students will develop a short demonstration of one historical ESL method/technique to 
present to the class.  Students will participate in all demonstrations and then critique the 
methods/techniques for usefulness. 
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SLO 3: Apply effective principles in the teaching and learning environment (Competency)  
  

This student learning outcome is reinforced in the foundational course, ADED 7650/7656 Teaching the 
Disadvantaged Adult.  This course is designed to define, survey, and analyze the demographics of those 
who are targeted by various programs as the disadvantaged and to explore the unique sociological, 
psychological, and physiological factors which influence learning and participation in remedial adult 
education programs.   
 
The assessment measure that was chosen to align with the SLO 3 is the formal learning-centered 
presentation, minimum of 45 minutes, not including the Q&A.   
 
SLO 3: Apply effective principles in the teaching and learning environment (Competency)  
 
This student learning outcome is reinforced in the foundational course, CTES 7460/7466 Teaching 
ESOL.  This course explores effective curriculum development and instruction in the teaching of English 
language learners (ELLs).  Students will develop and evaluate appropriate teaching methods and 
practices used in ESOL classrooms at the pre-school through adult level.  In addition, K-12 focused 
students will look beyond the ESOL classroom to appropriate instruction of ELLs in content area and 
special needs classrooms, exploring the value and limitations of current trends. Adult Ed focused 
students will explore various theories of adult education as applied in the adult English language 
classroom. 
 
The assessment measure that was chosen to align with the SLO 3 is the Language domain micro 
teaching lesson.  Students will prepare a micro-teaching lesson for one assigned domain.  Students will 
be given eight minutes to conduct a short lesson for the class.  All lessons will be evaluated using a 
self/peer reflective tool.  

 
3=EMPHASIZED 
 
SLO 1: Discuss major contributors related to the field of adults (Knowledge) 
 
This student learning outcome is emphasized in the foundational course, ADED 7050/7056 Methods of 
Teaching in Adult Education.  This course addresses the methods and techniques of instruction using 
appropriate instructional materials; planning and evaluation of instruction for adult education 
programs.  
 
The assessment measure that was chosen to align with the SLO 1 is the Philosophy of Teaching 
statement.  Students will develop a paper explaining their philosophy of teaching.  It will include 
teaching strategies and methods that help others understand who they are in a teaching and training 
sessions.  Important to make this statement unique and memorable including what sets them apart 
from others.   
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6. Direct Measures 
[Please consider indicating which assessments are direct measures of student learning (e.g., exams, 
rubric scores).] 
 
The assessments are primarily performance-based assessments, such as presentations and group 
discussions.  Some direct measures of student learning are used such as within the ADED 7050/7056 
Methods of Teaching course.  A rubric is used to identify knowledge of subject matter; communication 
skills; confidence; method of presentation; voice; visual contact; evidence of preparation; orderly 
sequence; professional appearance; and, use of audio and visual demonstrations.  The criteria rankings 
range from Greatly Exceeds Expectations (5 points); Exceeds Expectations (4 points); Meets 
Expectations (3 points); Below Expectations (2 points); and Does Not Meet Expectations (1 point). 

 
7. Data Collection 

[Please provide a description of the assessment data collection process (i.e., information on how data 
were collected, who provided data, and the pertinent methodological details such as rating/scoring 
design).] 
 
The College of Education implements college-wide assessment via the data management system, Tk20. 
Faculty members complete assessments on Tk20 when candidates are enrolled in the graduation 
course. Assessments are sent to the specific program advisor for each individual student. Faculty 
complete the assessments within Tk20 by commencement each term. Following each term, Tk20 
assessments are audited for completion and any missing students or assessments are completed at 
that time. The graduate comprehensive examination and dispositions evaluation are completed 
through Tk20. Assessments specific to the program are collected through courses or required program 
actives (e.g., conference presentations). These assessments occur as students matriculate through the 
program.  
 
Students pursuing the Adult Education and English Language Teaching certificate will be enrolled in a 
graduate program and will complete the certificate requirements before program graduation.   
 

Results  
8. Reporting Results 

[Please provide assessment results aligned with the student learning outcomes. If historical assessment 
data is available, consider providing this data to reveal any student learning trends.]   
 
Students that have completed the certificate program will have graduated from the Adult Education 
programs.  Graduation indicates that they would have successfully completed the requirements in the 
required courses.  The number of graduating students, as reflected in Tk20, would be the assessment 
results that align with the student learning outcomes.  Students graduating from the Adult Education 
programs will develop knowledge, communication, and competency skills and abilities:  
SLO 1: Discuss major contributors related to the field of adults (Knowledge) 
SLO 2: Exhibit effective written and verbal expression (Communication) 
SLO 3: Apply effective principles in the teaching and learning environment (Competency)  
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For the SLO 1: Discuss major contributors related to the field of adults (Knowledge), there are two 
courses that indicate the reinforcement and emphasis of theoretical perspectives related to working 
with adults.  The two courses are ADED 7050/7056 Methods of Teaching in Adult Education, and ADED 
7650/7656 Teaching the Disadvantaged Adult. 
 
For the SLO 2: Exhibit effective written and verbal expression (Communication), there are three 
courses that indicate the reinforcement of effective written and verbal expression.  The three courses 
are ADED 7050/7056 Methods of Teaching in Adult Education, ADED 7650/7656 Teaching the 
Disadvantaged Adult, and CTES 7460/7466 Teaching ESOL.  
 
For the SLO 3: Apply effective principles in the teaching and learning environment (Competency), there 
are three courses that indicate the reinforcement and the emphasis of effective principles in the 
teaching and learning environment.  The three courses are ADED 7050/7056 Methods of Teaching in 
Adult Education, ADED 7650/7656 Teaching the Disadvantaged Adult, and CTES 7460/7466 Teaching 
ESOL. 
 
The number of Adult Education and English Language Teaching Certificate Completers is as follows:  

Spring 2012 2014 2015 2017  
1 4 1 1  

 
9. Interpreting Results  

[Please provide an interpretation of the results aligned with the student learning outcomes. The 
interpretation should reflect consideration of factors (e.g., capabilities of a particular cohort, 
innovative curricular change) that may have affected the results. ] 
 
Based on the results aligned with the student learning outcomes, the Adult Education and English for 
Speakers for Other Languages faculty have considered using additional rubrics to qualify and quantify 
specific outcomes.  For example, rubrics could be created and used for literature review papers, 
philosophy of adult education statements, research and reaction responses relating to major 
contributors to the field of adult education, group discussion facilitation and leadership, and research 
papers. 

 
10. Communicating Results 

[Please provide a very brief narrative describing with whom the results are shared (e.g., all program 
faculty).] 
 
Results are communicated with all program faculty and there is dedicated time, such as at our annual 
retreat, for faculty to discuss the results.  
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Use of Results   
11. Purposeful Reflection and Action Plan 

[Please provide a narrative describing the process in which faculty engage to discuss assessment 
results and create actionable plans in an effort to improve student learning.] 
 
The process in which the Adult Education and English for Speakers of Other Languages faculty engage 
to discuss assessment results and create actionable plans in an effort to improve student learning is as 
follows:  

• Assessment measures and results are communicated with all program faculty during specific 
scheduled meetings. 

• One student learning outcome that is the basis for improvement and development is SLO 2: 
Exhibit effective written and verbal expression (Communication).   
The assessments are primarily performance-based assessments, such as presentations and 
group discussions.  As part of the purposeful reflection and action, we reviewed one of the 
direct measures of student learning activities we have used within the ADED 7050/7056 
Methods of Teaching course. We agreed that the rubric has been beneficial to identify 
knowledge of subject matter; communication skills; confidence; method of presentation; voice; 
visual contact; evidence of preparation; orderly sequence; professional appearance; and, use of 
audio and visual demonstrations.  The criteria rankings range from Greatly Exceeds 
Expectations (5 points); Exceeds Expectations (4 points); Meets Expectations (3 points); Below 
Expectations (2 points); and Does Not Meet Expectations (1 point).

  

  


